IN   THE   MYOMBO   FOREST

is perhaps a Hungarian or Schleswig-Holstein beech forest,
although the trees of the Myombo forest would appear small
and insignificant if they were transplanted into one of these.

Owing to the slight density of the foliage, the trees give
comparatively little shade, and most of them are bare of
branches till very near the top. They often fork into two,
close to the ground.

Almost all the stems, no matter to what kind of tree they
belong, have the same grey colour. In The Fay age of the
Beagle Darwin makes the observation that tree trunks in
the tropical forests of Brazil are of a much lighter colour
than those in England, and he adds that this is due to the
fact that the wood of the bark itself is of a lighter colour.
The grey colouring of the tree trunks of the Myombo
forest is caused by a growth of moss or lichen which covers
them. In addition to this almost microscopic covering,
most of the trees wear, on the south side, long, floating,
yellowish-green beards of lichen, as a protection against
the prevailing cold winds.

All over the forest there occur at regular intervals,
conical hills, varying in height from twenty-five feet to
about fifty, and in diameter from a hundred feet to one
hundred and fifty.

Nearly every one of these hills is topped by a single tree,
which, by its greater size and its labyrinth of knotty
branches, differs considerably from the trees that surround
it on a lower level, while around it the slopes of the hill
itself are overgrown by thick vegetation. Animal life in
the forest centres on and around those hills. Those larger
trees are perhaps the survivors of the original forest.